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not but follow them; here, if anywhere, they were the official
opposition. Nor had Hugenberg any less success with Hitler, who
once again decided his action with reference to his lieutenants.
That the National Socialists should oppose the Young plan went
without saying. But the method was in dispute. Strasser, a real
anti-Capitalist,* was opposed to joining the "national" front
because he knew that its opposition was fundamentally that of
big business; Goebbels saw only a unique chance to use a propa-
ganda service such as he dreamed of in the interests of Hitlerism.
Hitler decided for Goebbels. But he really had no choice; at this
stage in the proceedings he could not go counter to his paymasters.
And so the "national" front was formed.
The opposition was not to be despised for it was conducted
with no less skill than unscrupulousness. Not only could it use
all the old rhetoric about the Versailles Treaty, that heaven-sent
card which the "national" movement could use to overtrump
every trick that ordinary political wisdom ought to have taken,
but it was assisted curiously enough by the natural but unfor-
tunate propaganda that the government and its supporters had
been using. Obviously Germany's incapacity to pay much had
to be demonstrated. Inevitably it was exaggerated, and even in
sober works of reference it was pointed out that the prosperity
which the country fondly imagined itself to be enjoying was a
delusion. The dangers of Germany's creditor position were ex-
plained profusely almost for the first time; the fall in national
income, the plight of German industry, the increase in popu-
lation, the burden of taxation, were all emphasized; it was even
pointed out that in 1913 there were 15,547 millionaires in Ger-
many and in 1928 only 2,335. The result of it all may have
impressed ex-enemy economists; it certainly caused a sudden
and disastrous loss of confidence precisely among those whose
confidence it was essential to maintain, the German taxpayers,
as these unfortunates who had looked forward to still greater
prosperity and relief, learned to their dismay that their position
was really desperate. On that propaganda Hugenberg, a far greater
master of the science,, seized with deadly effect. He discounted
* vide, e.g., p. 402.

